and arthropods 1, 2 . Coxiella burnetii was first described in the 1930s as the causative agent of Q (query) fever in abattoir workers in Brisbane, Queensland, Australia 3 . Coxiella burnetii is also the known cause of coxiellosis in animals and is persistently shed by infected animals in secretions and parturient by-products. Transmission occurs predominantly through direct or indirect contact with infected tissues from domestic ruminants and companion animals, rather than as a consequence of tick bite 4 . Clinical presentations of Q fever range from acute to chronic, and can lead to post-Q fever fatigue syndrome, although asymptomatic Q fever represents >54-60% of infections 3 . High annual reports of human Q fever in Australia persist despite a readily available vaccine 5 ; over 4800 cases were reported between 2007 and 2017, with 716 notifications of Q fever in the past 18 months 6 .
Australian serological surveys have reported the number of infected dogs with C. burnetii has increased over 26 years to nearly 22% 7 , with free-roaming dogs within Indigenous communities having the highest seroprevalence compared with breeding, pet, or shelter dogs, in a most recent study 8 . It has been proposed that dogs become infected with C. burnetii through consumption of infected raw meat, hunting, and scavenging wildlife, or due to heavy tick infestations 8 , most commonly with Rhipicephalus sanguineus ticks 9 . While our knowledge about the epidemiology of C. burnetii in companion animals continues to increase, it is unclear whether the high C. burnetii-seropositivity observed in these animals contributes to increasing reports of Q fever cases in humans. 
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